
 
City of Newport Beach 

Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  
Tuesday, March 4, 2008 – 7pm— City Council Chambers 

 
AGENDA 

 
ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 

• Director Morgan 
• Director Harmon 
• City Council Actions 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Members of the public are invited to comment on non-agenda items of public interest. Speakers are limited to 
three minutes. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
All matters listed under Consent Calendar 1-4 are considered by the Commission to be routine and will all be 
enacted by one motion in the form listed below. The Commission Members have received detailed staff reports on 
each of the items recommending approval and there will be no separate discussion of these items prior to the time 
the Commission votes on the motion unless members of the Commission, staff, or the public request a specific 
item to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for separate action. The City provides a yellow 
sign-in card for those wishing to address the Commission to assist in the preparation of the minutes. If you do fill 
out the card please place it in the box at the podium.  
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 
1. Minutes of the February 6, 2008 regular meeting. Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and 

order filed. 
 
2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 

upcoming projects. 
 
3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 

upcoming projects. 
 
4. Picnic Table Donation. Approve donation by Muriel Bartick of a picnic table at Peninsula Park. 
 
INFORMATION / DISCUSSION 
 
5. Sunset Ridge Park Draft Concept Plan – Continuation of public meetings for Sunset Ridge Park design. 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
• Park Development  - Allen, Brown, Lugar —    
 

• Recreation/Senior Activities – Brown, Lugar 
 

• Budget  – Garrett, Brown, Lugar — UPDATE    
 

• Ad Hoc -- Community Service Award – Garrett, Ruzicka  
 -- Youth Sports Liaison – Ruzicka   

 

• Other -- Santa Ana River Vision Plan – Trapp, Garrett 
  -- 1/1 Memorial Committee – Garrett — UPDATE 
  -- Marina Park – Garrett — UPDATE 

 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Matters which Commissioners may wish to place on a future agenda or raise for discussion.  

 
ADJOURNED 



CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  
Regular Meeting 
February 6, 2008 – 7pm 
 

 
Convened        7:10pm 
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Debra Allen 
   Tim Brown, Chair 
   Bill Garrett 
              Phil     

lip Lugar 
Excused: Marie Marston 
   Greg Ruzicka 
   Cristine Trapp    
 

Staff:       Mark Harmon, General Services Director 
   Dan Sereno, Parks & Tree Superintendent 
   Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
   Teri Craig, Admin Asst 
  
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD PRESENTATION TO GARY WRIGHT, AYSO 57 
Chair Brown presented a Community Service Award plaque to Gary Wright for his work with AYSO 57 and 
his work on the light installation at Lincoln Field #3. 
 
DIRECTOR COMMENTS 
Superintendent Levin stated that public input was taken regarding Sunset Ridge Park on January 10 and 
that the next meeting was scheduled for February 11. He noted that Council would be discussing it at 
the April Study Session.  Superintendent Levin reminded the Commission that the grand opening for 
Mariners was scheduled for March 1 at 10am which coincides with opening day for baseball. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
  
CONSENT CALENDAR 
1. Minutes of the December 4, 2007 regular meeting. Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and 

order filed. 
 

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects. 

 

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects. 

 
 

Motion by Commissioner Allen to accept items 1 - 3 of the Consent Calendar.  Motion carried by 
acclamation. 
 
INFORMATION / DISCUSSION 
 
4. City Council Policy G-1 — Retention or Removal of City Trees — City Attorney Clauson stated that 

she had been asked to write a memo clarifying City Council G-1; as follows (please note that after 
the Commission meeting additional modifications were made to the memo; the following is the 
revised memo): 
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY 
 
 
TO : Chair and Members of the Parks, Beaches & 
  Recreation Commission 
   
FROM: Robin L. Clauson, City Attorney 
 
RE : Interpretation and Implementation of Reforestation 
  Procedures in Council Policy G-1 (AMENDED) 
 
DATE : January 30, 2008 
 
 
 
This memo will provide my interpretation of the G-1 Policy with direction for future reforestation 
requests involving homeowner associations (“HOA’s”). It appears that as often happens over a 
period of years, practice takes over and one loses sight of the basic goals and purposes of the 
policy.  Policy G-1 was adopted by the City Council as direction to staff and the Commission on 
how to maintain the City’s urban forest and provides findings and considerations for making 
decisions regarding removal or reforestation of City trees.  
  
 When interpreting the policy the Commission and staff should be mindful of the policy’s goal and 
purpose: 
 

“Goal of Policy.  To establish and maintain appropriate diversity in tree species and 
age classes to provide a stable and sustainable urban forest within an inventory that 
the City can reasonably maintain in an healthy and non-hazardous condition.  To 
require that in approving any tree removal or reforestation request, the PB&R 
Commission shall find that the tree removal request will not adversely impact the 
overall inventory, diversity and age of the City’s urban forest.” 

 
“Purpose.  The purpose of this policy is to establish definitive standards for the 
retention, removal, maintenance, reforestation, tree trimming standards and 
supplement trimming of City trees.  City trees are an important part of the character 
and charm of the entire City and provide environmental benefits as well.  Regular 
care, trimming, root, pruning, maintenance and program replacement are 
necessary to preserve this charm while at the same time protecting views 
consistence with Council Policy G-3 and preventing public and private property 
damage.”   

 
The 2004 G-1 Policy revisions succeeded in clarifying the various processes for removing City 
trees and recognized the need to allow for reforestation of trees under certain circumstances.  In 
areas with legally recognized HOAs it was the City Council’s intent to allow for reforestation of 
City trees of certain species that were not, or are no longer, a designated tree for the area and 
the natural spread or height of the tree caused an impact to blue water views that could not be 
improved without excessive municipal trimming. 



Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  
Regular Meeting 
February 6, 2008 – 7pm 
Page 3 
 

 

 
The revisions also clarified procedures for removal and replacement of trees that were 
designated special trees, problem trees, trees that were diseased or created a hazardous 
condition; or trees that had grown to such an extent that the tree roots caused repeated 
hardscape or structural damage to both above and below ground improvements. 
 
 
The City Council has not and may not legally delegate decision making authority to any private 
party or HOA.  As a result, it should be clear that the Commission and staff are the only decision 
makers regarding the City trees unless the matter is appealed to the City Council.  With this 
limitation in mind, Commissioner’s Allen’s recollection of the intent of G-1 is important as it 
relates to the City Council’s desire to balance the interest of protecting the City’s urban forest and 
the interest of residents in retaining their blue water views.   
 
It is my advice to staff and to the Commission that for future reforestation requests, the 
Commission make their decisions based upon the following process: 
 
1. Before processing a reforestation request from either a HOA or by petition, staff should 

confirm and/or be able to report to the Commission the following: 
 

i. That the reason for the removal is authorized under G-1 and that the procedures 
outlined in the request have been followed.   

ii. Any information related to history of damage cause by the tree; history of repairs or 
trimming; staff recommendations and the opinion of the Urban Forrester, as may 
be applicable; 

 
2. At the hearing the Commission should consider the following after any testimony is given: 
  

i. The Commissioner’s own observations, if any, of the site of the tree(s) to be 
replaced and the stated reasons for the reforestation;  

 
 
ii. All available information that the G-1 procedures were followed and the conditions 

for reforestation have been met, including staff analysis.  (Note the G-1 Policy 
requires that for Reforestation applications by HOAs there must be a resolution of 
the Board of Directors formally requesting the reforestation with a statement that all 
members of the community association having their residential views affected, 
have been officially notified and given an appropriate opportunity to respond before 
the Board voted on the request.) 
 

3. If the Commissioners find the procedures were followed and the conditions have been 
met to reforest the tree for one of the stated, authorized reasons, then the presumption 
will be that the application may be approved and should not be denied without evidence to 
rebut the presumption.  In other words, opposition alone from others outside the HOA’s 
community is not sufficient for the Commission to deny the application. 

                                                 
 when the reason for reforestation is a formal request for reforestation by an HOA based upon impact 

on the blue water views, the analysis should be limited to whether there is any view impact, not whether 
an established view impact is reasonable or unreasonable 
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Hopefully this will be helpful to the Commission and to Staff for future reforestation requests. I will 
be available at the Commission meeting on February 6th to answer any questions.  
 
(This memo included added footnote * discussed at meeting on February 6, 2008)  
 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the absence of three of the commissioners. The City Attorney 
offered to review the memo with each commissioner.  
 
ACTION 
 
5. Eastbluff Park — Superintendent Levin stated that he had received a request from Newport Harbor 

Baseball Association and the Bat Ray’s proposing to run electricity from the restroom facility.  
Newport Harbor Baseball Association submitted plans for the project which were routed to the 
Utilities Department for a preliminary review.   The review resulted in no suggested changes to 
the plan.  The Bat Ray’s program and Newport Harbor Baseball Association propose to fund the 
project and will be responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and replacement of any 
landscaping that is damaged as a result of the project.  The work should be completed by 
February/March if approved. 

 
 Discussion ensued regarding ownership of equipment and liability. 
 
 Motion by Commissioner Lugar to approve the request by Newport Harbor Baseball Association to 

install electricity for the batting cage.  Motion carried by acclamation. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS –  
Parks – Nothing to report. 
RSS – Nothing to report. 
Budget – Superintendent Levin requested the committee meet at 5:30pm on March 4 to review the RSS budget. 
  AD – Hoc  
 —Youth Sports Liaison – Nothing to report 
 —Community Services Award – Nothing to report. 
 Other 
 —Santa Ana River Vision Plan– Nothing to report. 
 —1/1 Marine Memorial Committee– Commissioner Garrett stated that fundraising is ongoing and the memorial 

will be unveiled on Memorial Day at 1pm. 
 —MarinaPark – The subcommittee is scheduled to meet to discuss use in the Marina. 
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
The following are new or ongoing items to be discussed: 
• Fire pit discussion – safety; regulate what is burned 
• Possible implementation of Parks & Rec Foundation. 
• City Council Policy B-17 – Spring 2008 
• Parking Signage at Back Bay View Park 

• Dog Park 
• Updates on Parks 
 

 
ADJOURNED IN MEMORY OF VIRGINIA HERBERTS - 8:39pm 
 

 
 
 

Submitted by:                                           
                             Teri Craig, Admin Assistant 























 

 
Item 3 

March 4, 2008 

 
 

  
 
 

To: Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission 
 
From: Wes Morgan, Recreation & Senior Services Director 
 
Re: Recreation and Senior Services Division Monthly Activities Report 
 
 
The following information is enclosed: 
 

• Page 2  —  Reports on the activities of the Recreation Division. 
• Page 6  —  Reports on the activities of the Senior Services Division. 
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RECREATION SERVICES 
 
To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
 

From: Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
 

Re: Recreation Division Monthly Activities Report  
 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
Mariners Park Re-Dedication Saturday, March 1 11am Mariners Park 
Special Olympics Saturday, March 8 9am-1pm CdM High School 
Flashlight Egg Hunt Friday, March 14 6-9pm Bonita Creek Park 
Youth Government Day Thursday, March 20 8am-1pm City Hall 
City Track Meet Friday, April 18 4-10pm NHHS  
SCMAF Track Meet Saturday, May 10 All Day TBA   
27th Annual CdM Scenic 5k Saturday, June 7 8am-11am Ocean Blvd 
 
ADULT SPORTS 
 

BASKETBALL – The 2008 winter hoops leagues will wrap up play on March 26. The winners from the 12 
(eight-seven total teams!) leagues will receive impressive glass sports mugs, along with a team 
sponsor plaque. Recreation will have an all-time City of Newport Beach record 13 leagues available 
for teams to play during the spring season. Thanks to the beautiful Newport Coast Community 
Center and the Eastbluff Boys and Girls Club, more spots are available for teams to register for 
leagues than ever before! 
   

SOFTBALL - The 2008 spring Adult Slow Pitch Softball leagues swung into action the week of February 
4 with a total of 77 teams registered for league play. Seventeen games were rained out during the 
month of February! All rained out games were rescheduled on the tail end of the season.  Panning is 
underway for the summer Softball program. The summer league typically features 120 teams, 
making it the single largest program for Newport Beach Adult Sports. Packets have been emailed or 
mailed out to all returning teams. The registration deadline is April 16, with leagues beginning the 
week of May 12.  The Stockbrokers league is unique to the Summer Adult Softball program, with up 
to 10 different brokerage firms competing in the league.  All games are held at 4:45pm at Bonita 
Creek Park.  
 

SOCCER - The City is excited to operate the popular 11-person adult coed soccer league in-house 
beginning in the spring. The City has assumed responsibility for scheduling, officials, and 
administration of the popular league. Over 35 teams are expected to begin play during the week of 
March 10. 
 

YOUTH SPORTS 
 

WINTER BASKETBALL - Winter Hoops at NCCC will be coming to a close March 10 

with medals distributed to all participants for their great team work and 
effort! This was a very popular program and due to the great demand 
additional timeslots will be offered next year. 
 
TRACK & FIELD - Registration for the Frank E. Anderson Youth Track & Field 

Meet held on April 18, 2008 has begun. This event brings over 200 children of all ages to Davidson 
Stadium at Newport Harbor high school. Participants will compete in many events, including the 
high jump, long jump, softball throw, and running events. The winner in each age group will have a 
chance to advance to the SCMAF Orange County Championship Meet. 
 
TEEN PROGRAMS 
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YOUTH GOVERNMENT DAY — Youth Government Day will be March 20. All Department Heads received 
an information packet outlining the one day internship, the mock Council Meeting and of course, 
lunch!  The Youth Council and the high school students are always excited to learn how government 
works in real time.  
 

FACILITIES USE AND REPAIRS 
 
Facility Rentals 
 
During the period of Jan 16, 2008 – Feb 15, 2008 there were: 
• 14 Picnic/Park Area Rentals 
• 28 Room Rentals 
• 8 Field Rentals 
• 12 Gym Rentals 
 
There were total of (1) wedding reservation rentals for this period: 
 

Inspiration Point- Jan 20, 2008 Attendance: 19 people 
 
PARK PATROL 
Requested calls are assigned visits by staff or schedule or phone requests.  Customer Contacts are 
the number of times they stopped and spoke to customers other than requested calls.  Due to the 
timing of the meeting, these monthly summaries will be two months behind (i.e. in June you will 
receive April summary) 
During the month of Jan Park Patrol had the following contacts: 
1. Requested Calls 
 � 63 with Youth Sports Groups 
 �  47 Field related issues/checks- monitored use of fields by Youth Sports organizations and 

club teams, turned on/off field lights, reported goal posts still present at Peninsula, closed 
fields on numerous days due to large amounts of rain, stopped golfing at Irvine Terrace field. 

 � 10 Picnic/reservation issues/checks: monitored scheduled picnic reservations at various 
parks. Monitored small wedding at Inspiration Point, monitored a Laser Tag event at BCSP.  

 � 135 Community Center issues/checks: unlocked and locked various community center 
rooms/gyms, checked on weekly meetings at community rooms, continued to assist Library 
staff with preventing disruptive juveniles from loitering in front of Mariners Library.  
Reported problem with gym lights at West Newport, advised man at Bonita Canyon SP not to 
provide private lessons on tennis courts, stopped skateboarders on gazebo at Peninsula Park, 
assisted NJB with a stuck backboard at West Newport Gym,   

 � 4 Playground checks – checked all playgrounds for safety issues and vandalism, removed 
alcohol bottles from playground at Channel Place and Irvine Terrace Park playgrounds. 

 � 14other - checked and monitored film permit activities, moved fallen tree branch from 
Eastbluff Park sidewalk, stopped basketball after dark at 38th Street Park,  enforced leash 
laws for dogs at 38th Street Park. advised a man not to fly a remote controlled plane at CYC, 
advised a company detailing cars in the parking lot at CYC to leave, assisted with interviews 
for the Park Patrol position, stopped an un-permitted film shot at Little Corona Beach, 
reported tire track damage to NBPD at BCSP, assisted a b-day party and city class with 
sharing Carroll Beek after a scheduling mistake there.  

 � 2 Pre-event check  
 � 1 Post-event checks 
 
2. Public Contacts 
 � 35 education 
 � 6 alcohol  
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 � 20 dog related  
    
 Written Warnings Issued- 0 
 Citations Issued-  0 
 Additional Information: During this month, we continued to assist the Mariners Library staff with 

monitoring and preventing disruptive youths from loitering in front of the library. We received a 
lot of rain during this month resulting in numerous field closures.  

 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS 
 
As of Jan 15, 2008, there were 32 Special Event Permits processed and issued for the year.  Those 
events of note for this period are: 
Hal Rossoff Kayak Race - Newport Aquatic Center - Feb 9, 2008 - Attendance: 80 

 
RECREATION EVENTS / PROJECTS  
 

Mariners Park - Saturday, March 1st was a great day at 
Mariners Park with the re-dedication of the park and 
Newport Harbor Baseball Associations Opening Day 
Celebration.  The redesigned park includes a multi-
purpose baseball/soccer field, basketball court, seat 
walls, pavers, landscaping and new tot lots.   The 
project was completed on time with the field 
establishing itself prior to the March 1 opening day.  
Many thanks to Public Works for coordinating weekly 
meetings that included the contractor, 
Environmental Design, Parks staff and Recreation 
staff.  Newport Harbor Baseball Association and AYSO 97 are 
excited to have a new facility to help them serve their players and 
parents! 
 

 
SUNSET RIDGE PARK - Public Works and Recreation staff have been working with the community and 
EPT Design to develop a concept plan for Sunset Ridge Park. The second community outreach 
meeting was held February 11.  On March 4 the PB&R Commission continue to take public input.  All 
interested parties are encouraged to attend and provide input.   
 
NEWPORT THEATRE ARTS CENTER - Staff has been working closely with the Public Works Department to 
move the lobby and restroom renovation project forward.  The project is now on track and is 
scheduled to be done by the end of May.  Additionally, Recreation staff has been working on a 
project to address a water leakage issue at the NTAC that involved replacing windows and repairing 
a wall that has been damaged as a result of the leakage.  
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TRAINING –  
 
CPRS CONFERENCE - Staff attended the California Parks and Recreation Conference in Long Beach 
February 26th -29th. This year’s conference theme was “Building the Brand, Parks and Recreation as 
an Essential Community Service.” The conference featured 4-days of educational sessions as well as 
an extensive vendor’s exhibit hall.  Public Works staff joined us for a few hours at the conference 
to attend the vendor’s exhibit hall to see a variety of construction materials up close and personal.   
PBR Commission Chair, Tim Brown hosted a session entitled “Meeting the Meeting Challenge for 
Commissioners & Board Members”.  The session included a discussion of Roberts Rules of Order, The 
Brown Act and an analysis of procedural issues arising in public meetings.    
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS -  Partnering with the Orange County Special Olympics, the City of Newport Beach 
Recreation Division is proud to host the 2008 Orange County Special Olympics Basketball 
Tournament on Saturday, March 8.  This year marks the 18th consecutive year Newport Beach has 
hosted this event at Corona del Mar High School.  
 
The Orange Coast District Elks Club organizes a fun free-throw "Hoop Shoot" beginning at 9am in the 
Boys gym for all teams, with full-court games scheduled from 10am through 2pm. The Elks club also 
provides T-shirts and medals to all participants. 
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To: Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission 
 

From: Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager 
 

Re: Senior Services Division Monthly Activities Report 
 
 

New Building - The building project has been very active this 
month.  Bob Coffee, the architect, has had several meetings 
with staff and key people to detail the various spaces in the 
new facility.  Next week, we will be meeting with the AV 
consultant and the Landscape architect to go over programming needs 
in relationship to AV requirements and landscape design.  Bob works so well with 
staff and seniors which makes this process so smooth.  The design is really taking shape. 
 
Relocation - Senior Services Staff has been busy working in conjunction with the Recreation staff to 
secure space for our senior classes and activities to be housed while our facility is under construction.  
We are making great strides and should be able to accommodate at least 80% of the activities.  As soon 
as the plans are finalized, we will begin to speak to the groups to ensure that our plans will work for 
them.  We are also in the process of looking for office space for staff and the Friends of OASIS.   
 
Classes - The Emeritus college classes are back in session both at OASIS and at Newport Coast 
Community Center.  We offer 15 classes from Coastline College at the OASIS Center.  These classes 
range from exercise to fine art classes and are all free of charge.  At Newport Coast we have had to 
switch to Irvine Valley College because NCCC is in their district.  Staff has been working with the 
college and the seniors to insure a smooth transition.  The classes at NCCC are going well as far as 
number of students.  The classes offered through IVC include ballroom dancing, creative writing, 
cooking for one, oil painting and senior fitness. 
 
Valentines Dance - The OASIS Band held a valentines dance on Friday, February 15th.  The Band played 
all the old songs that the older generation loves to dance to.  Dances are held once a month on the 3rd 
Friday of the month and are supported by funding from the Friends of OASIS. 
 
Tax Aid - The tax program began at the first of this month with a full house of appointments.  This 
program is brought to us through AARP Tax Aide program who, in conjunction with the IRS, train 
volunteers to prepare tax returns.  The program is open to people of all ages who have an income of 
less than $60,000. The program is now fully automated with 8 volunteer counselors using computers 
and e-filing the returns.  Things have come a long way with technology. 
 
Special Event - The Center held a special luncheon this week called the Fabulous February Lunch.  The 
food was great and the entertainment was even better.   
 
Donations - The Building fund executive committee and Neztel and Associates have been working hard 
this month doing solicitations and setting up interviews in hopes of building up the capital campaign 
fund.  They are beginning with the Friends Board of Directors and the Building Fund Committee before 
branching out to the community.  A grant letter will be going out to the Crean Foundation as well. 
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PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING #REF! CUSTOMERS

RECREATIONAL CLASSES 3,146 CUSTOMERS

PERSONALIZED SERVICES PROVIDED 1,683 CUSTOMERS

Includes:   

Blood Pressure Housing counseling 35
Braille 0 Information/Referral 970
Counseling-persons 45 Legal Assistance 5
Eldercare 5 Senior Assessment(hrs) 50
Employment 25 Telephone Reassurance 336
HICAP 7 Visual Screening 5
Tax 0 Transportation Info 200

SENIORS RECEIVING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
Care-A-Van/Shuttle

1,200                                        CUSTOMERS

CUSTOMERS RECEIVING NOON MEALS AT THE CENTER 1,868 CUSTOMERS

VOLUNTEER HRS. OF SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CENTER 1,177.00                              HOURS
Includes: Kitchen & Home Delivered Meals (*equiv. to 9 full-time employees) 

Front Office Travel Office
Gift Shop Library
Instructors President
Treasurer Vice President  
Bookkeeper Taxes

PARTICIPANTS IN FRIENDS OF OASIS TRAVEL PROGRAMS #REF! CUSTOMERS
Day Trips Long Trips
Autry National Center 19 Riverside Resort and Casino 43
SPECIAL EVENTS/SCREENINGS/LECTURES 624                                           PERSONS
Computer Friends 52 OASIS Golfers 111
Over 80's Birthday Party 160 Sunday Movies- 
Sexual Health 48 Chariots of Fire 26
UCI Lecture 110 The Strange Love of Martha Ivers 15
Carfit 12 Vivacious Lady 18
Movie - Hairspray 45 None But the Lonely Heart 27  
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