
CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
PARKS, BEACHES AND RECREATION COMMISSION  

AGENDA
Council Chambers - 100 Civic Center Drive

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 - 6:00 PM

Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission Members:

   Walt Howald, Chair

   David Granoff, Vice Chair

   Hassan Archer, Commissioner

   Diane Daruty, Commissioner

   Roy Englebrecht, Commissioner

   Laird Hayes, Commissioner

   Heather Ignatin, Commissioner

Staff Members:

Laura Detweiler, Recreation & Senior Services Director

Sean Levin, Recreation & Senior Services Deputy Director

Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director

Kevin Pekar, Parks and Landscape Superintendent

Mariah Stinson, Administrative Support Specialist

The Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission is subject to the Ralph M. Brown Act.  Among other things, the Brown 

Act requires that the Parks, Beaches and Recreation Commission agenda be posted at least seventy-two (72) hours in 

advance of each regular meeting and that the public be allowed to comment on agenda items before the Commission 

and items not on the agenda but are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Parks, Beaches and Recreation 

Commission.  The Chair may limit public comments to a reasonable amount of time, generally three (3) minutes per 

person.

It is the intention of the City of Newport Beach to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (“ADA”) The City of 

Newport Beach’s goal is to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects.  If, as an attendee or a 

participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, we will attempt to 

accommodate you in every reasonable manner.  Please contact the Recreation Department at least forty-eight (48) hours 

prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible at (949) 

644-3158 or recreation@newportbeachca.gov.  

NOTICE REGARDING PRESENTATIONS REQUIRING USE OF CITY EQUIPMENT

Any presentation requiring the use of the City of Newport Beach’s equipment must be submitted to the Recreation 

Department 24 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.

I. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

IV. NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

The City provides a yellow sign-in card to assist in the preparation of the minutes. The 

completion of the card is not required in order to address the PB&R Commission. If the optional 

sign-in card has been completed, it should be placed in the box provided at the podium. 

The PB&R Commission of Newport Beach welcomes and encourages community participation. 

Public comments are generally limited to three (3) minutes per person to allow everyone to 

speak. Written comments are encouraged as well. The Commission has the discretion to 

extend or shorten the time limit on agenda or non-agenda items. As a courtesy, please turn cell 

phones off or set them in the silent mode.
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V. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT CALENDAR

This is the time in which PB&R Commissioners may pull items from the CONSENT 

CALENDAR for discussion (Items V-A thru V-C). Public comments are also invited on Consent 

Calendar items. Speakers must limit comments to three (3) minutes. Before speaking, please 

state your name for the record. If any item is removed from the Consent Calendar by a PB&R 

Commissioner, members of the public are invited to speak on each item for up to three (3) 

minutes per item.

All matters listed under CONSENT CALENDAR are considered to be routine and will all be 

enacted by one motion in the form listed below. Commissioners have received detailed staff 

reports on each of the items recommending an action. There will be no separate discussion of 

these items prior to the time the PB&R Commission votes on the motion unless a 

Commissioner requests specific items to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent 

Calendar for separate action.

V. CONSENT CALENDAR

Minutes of the PB&R Commission Meeting of May 7, 2019A.

Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed.

05-07-2019 PBR MINUTES

Parks and Trees, and Beach Maintenance Divisions Activities ReportB.

MOD Activity Report

RSS Activity ReportC.

Recieve/File Activity Report of past and upcoming projects and events.

RSS Activity Report

VI. CURRENT BUSINESS

Boys & Girls Club- Program OverviewA.

Presented by Jonathon Harmon

Appeal of Denial for Tree Removal Request - 720 Jasmine AvenueB.

Staff recommends that the PB&R Commission consider the appeal from John 

Buckingham (resident at 927 Gardenia Way) of staff’s denial of the removal of a City 

Sugar Gum tree in front of 720 Jasmine Avenue.

Staff Report

Attachment A

Attachment B

Attachment C

Attachment D

Attachment E
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City Council Policy G-6 - Maintenance and Planting of Parkway Trees 

Exhibits

C.

Staff recommends that PB&R Commission review the proposed City Council Policy G-6 

Exhibits, which include revisions to the Parkway Tree Designation List, and the additions 

from the Eastbluff Homeowners Community Association to the Street Tree Designation 

List, for City Council review and approval.

Staff Reports

Attachment A Rpt G-6

Attachment B Rpt G-6

Attachment C Rpt G-6

Appeal of Denial for Special Tree Removal - 1710 Candlestick LaneD.

Staff recommends that PB&R Commission consider the appeal from John Devine, 

property owner, of staff’s denial of the removal of a Special City Lemon-scented Gum tree 

in front of 1710 Candlestick Lane.

Staff Report

Attachment A 1710 Candlestick

Attachment B 1710 Candlestick

Attachment C 1710 Candlestick

Attachment D 1710 Candlestick

Attachment E 1710 Candlestick

VII. BOARD/COMMITTEE/COMMISSION ANNOUNCEMENTS OR MATTERS WHICH 

MEMBERS WOULD LIKE PLACED ON A FUTURE AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION, 

ACTION OR REPORT (NON-DISCUSSION ITEM)

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

Public comments are invited on non-agenda items generally considered to be within the subject 

matter jurisdiction of the PB&R Commission. Speakers must limit comments to three (3) 

minutes. Before speaking, we invite, but do not require, you to state your name for the record.

IX. ADJOURNMENT



   

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
 
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  
Regular Meeting  
May 7, 2019 – 6:00 PM 
 

 
I. CONVENE MEETING OF THE PARKS BEACHES & RECREATION 

COMMISSION TO ORDER – 6:00 PM 
 

II. ROLL CALL  
 
Present: Walt Howald, Chair 

Hassan Archer, Commissioner 
Diane Daruty, Commissioner 
Roy Englebrecht, Commissioner 
Laird Hayes, Commissioner  
Heather Ignatin, Commissioner 

 
Excused: David Granoff, Vice Chair 

 
Staff:     Laura Detweiler, Recreation & Senior Services Director  
  Sean Levin, Recreation & Senior Deputy Director 
  Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director 
  Kevin Pekar, City Arborist 
  Teri Craig, Administrative Support Specialist 
  Mariah Stinson, Administrative Support Specialist 

     
III. NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 
IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
A. Minutes of the April 2, 2019, PB&R Commission Meeting. 
 Recommendation:  Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed. 
 
B. Parks, Trees & Beach Maintenance Divisions Activity Report. 
 Recommendation:  Receive/file Activity Report. 
 
Director Martin gave the Commission an update on tar that had been showing up on the 
City’s beaches and what procedures the City followed to see where the tar was coming 
from.  
 
City Arborist Pekar gave the Commission an update on how the City was dealing with 
the Tulip Scale disease that was effecting City trees. 
 
C. Recreation & Seniors Services Activity Report.  
 Recommendation:  Receive/file Activity Report of past and upcoming projects and 

events. 
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D. Tree Reforestation – 1023 E. Balboa Boulevard 
 Recommendation: Approve the reforestation request of Ray Batelli of a City Ficus 

tree located at 1023 E. Balboa Boulevard and replace with a 48” box Queen Palm 
tree. The applicant has met the procedural requirements for reforestation 
established by City Council Policy G-1. The applicant will assume all costs. 

 
E. Tree Reforestation – 1715 Galatea Terrace 
 Recommendation: Approve the reforestation request of Brittney Rosen of a City 

Little Gem Magnolia tree located at 1715 Galatea Terrace and replace with a 36” 
box African Sumac tree. The applicant, Brittney Rosen, has met the procedural 
requirements for reforestation established in City Council Policy G-1. The applicant 
will assume all costs.  

 
F. Tree Reforestation – 1515 bordering 1521 Bayadere Terrace 
 Recommendation: Approve the reforestation request of Patrick Papaccio of 1507 

Bayadere Terrace of a City Ficus tree located at 1515 Bayadere Terrace, bordering 
1521 Bayadere Terrace and replace with a 48” box Purple Orchid tree. The 
applicant has met the procedural requirements for reforestation established by City 
Council Policy G-1. The applicant will assume all costs. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Englebrecht; second by Commissioner Archer to accept 
items V-A through V-F of the Consent Calendar. Motion carried by unanimous vote with 
Vice Chair Granoff absent. 
 

VI. CURRENT BUSINESS  
 
A. FiiN Program Overview 

Presentation by Recreation Supervisor Derek Breaux 
 

Supervisor Breaux discussed the Fostering interests in Nature Program, FiiN, with the 
Commission. He described how the FiiN program came to be, who the local partners   
were, a brief overview of the program and costs and funding for the program. 
 
Heather Cieslak from Newport Bay Conservancy articulated her agency’s participation 
in the program.  
 
Scottie Roach and Theresa Collins, Executive Directors of Camp James, went over what 
the students participated in during the evening times.  
 
Mario Cuevas, a 5th-grade teacher, disclosed his experience and gratification about the 
program and the Staff who ran it.  
 
Various staff answered questions from the Commission about fundraising, the Big 
Canyon Restoration project, how staff determined which students were picked to attend 
the program, how schools planned to keep kids engaged in nature after they attended 
the program, marketing of the program, how many schools participated in the program, 
if there was a desire to expand to more schools and what Title 1 schools were. 
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Commissioner Daruty expressed her gratitude for the camp and staff’s hard work on 
running the program. She stated that she would be happy to help on finding funding for 
the program. 
 
Commissioner Englebrecht articulated that he was excited to be a part of a program that 
was so influential to kids.  
 
Commissioner Archer concurred that it was a fantastic program. 
 
Chair Howald opened the public comment; seeing none he closed the public 
comment. 
 
B. Lawn Bowling Program Overview 
 Presentation by Recreation Manager Justin Schmillen 
 
Manager Schmillen introduced two members from the Newport Lawn Bowling Club who 
presented the program to the Commission. The Commission watched a short video 
explaining how the Newport Lawn Bowling Club was established, history, rules and how 
to play.  
 
Charlie Herbert, World Champion Lawn Bowler, and Brian Stewart, a Board Officer, 
explained how the club was promoting the game to younger aged community members, 
they expressed how they wanted to have the City more involved with the sport, the open 
house the club puts on for the public annually and further explanation on how to play 
Lawn Bowling.   
 
Questions were answered about membership costs, private parties, if the club was open 
to the public, club expenses and finances and how much it costs for equipment to play 
the game.  
 
Chair Howald opened the public comment; seeing none he closed the public 
comment. 
 
C.  Appeal of Denial of a Request for a Tree Removal – 720 Jasmine Avenue 

Consider the request for appeal by John Buckingham, resident at 927 Gardenia 
Way, of the denial for removal of a City Sugar Gum tree located in front of 720 
Jasmine Avenue. 

 
 Item was tabled until a future meeting.  
  

VII. ANNOUNCEMENTS/FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
PB&R Commission / staff announcements/ Ad Hoc Committee updates or matters 
which Commissioner members would like placed on future agendas for further 
discussion (this is a non-discussion item). 

 
Director Martin gave a follow up on the Harbor Day Event that happened at Mariners 
Elementary School.  
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Director Detweiler expressed that Policy B-17 and Grant Howald Park were to be 
presented to Council on May 14, 2019.  She gave an update on Sunset View Park, 
announced the next upcoming Youth Sports Commission meeting was to be on June 19, 
2019, gave a brief description of the City’s upcoming summer camps and explained the 
status of the Buck Gully illegal trail. 
 
Staff answered questions about the cleanup and unauthorized trail at Buck Gully. 
 
The Commission and Staff commenced, congratulating Commissioner Englebrecht and 
Staff member Teri Craig for their many years of service to the City.   
 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
Public comments are invited on non-agenda items generally considered to be 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the PB&R Commission. Speakers must limit 
comments to three (3) minutes. Before speaking, we invite, but do not require, you 
to state your name for the record. The Commission has the discretion to extend or 
shorten the speakers’ time limit on non-agenda items, provided the time limit 
adjustment is applied equally to all speakers. 
 
None. 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT IN MEMORY OF DAYLE LUSK – 7:36 p.m.  

 
 
 
Submitted by:                                         ________  
     Mariah Stinson, Admin Support Specialist 
 
 
 
 
Approved by:      _____ 
     Walt Howald, Chair 
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2019 Arbor Day Event – Mariners Elementary School 

The 2019 Arbor Day Celebration was held at Mariners Elementary School on Thursday, April 25. 

Staff planned the event with the assistance of School Principal Matt Broesamle and NMUSD 

Board Member Karen Yelsey. Landscape Manager Dan Sereno emceed the event and provided 

a presentation on the transformation of Newport Beach over the past 70 years, showing how it 

converted from an area with very few trees to one containing the vast and diverse urban forest it 

has today.  

 

To celebrate the occasion, Mayor Diane Dixon presented an Arbor Day Proclamation to Principal 

Broesamle. Walt Howald, Chair of the Parks, Beaches, and Recreation Commission, spoke on 

the importance of trees as a natural resource. California Department of Forestry & Fire 

Protection’s Urban Forester Lynnette Short presented the Tree City USA Flag. 

 

The 3rd graders displayed artwork, while some of the 3rd graders read poems they wrote in 

celebration of Arbor Day. After the ceremony, the students, assisted by the City Arborist Kevin 

Pekar with his crewmembers Harold Link and Brian George, and representatives from Great Scott 

Tree Services, planted trees at Mariners Park. This was an outstanding celebration of Arbor Day!  

 

   
 

 

 

TO: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

FROM: Public Works Department / Municipal Operations Division 
Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director 
949 644-3055, mmartin@newportbeachca.gov 

TITLE: Parks and Trees, and Beach Maintenance Divisions Activities Report 
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Public Works Landscape Maintenance 

 

Our Public Works team is always on the lookout for 

opportunities to beautify our city. The park staff has continued 

replacing aged plant material with drought tolerant plants. 

Striving to save water, the park staff has slowly been 

transitioning out the Indian hawthorn plants (Raphiolepis 

indica) with many varieties of agaves, aloes, and aeoneums. 

Our latest work is at Irvine Terrace Park, located at 721 Evita 

Circle. This area of the park shares a lot of history with our 

Newport Beach Sister City Okazaki, Japan. The sculptures in 

these planters were gifts given to the City on special 

anniversaries since 1984 from the Okazaki South Rotary Club. 

The most recent sculpture, the Tokugawa statue was given to the City of Newport Beach in 2014 

from the City of Okazaki in celebration of the 30th anniversary of our sister city relationship. With 

a fresh coat of mulch to keep the weeds down, along with enhancing the planters, this park is 

looking great! Please make sure to stop by and enjoy the park! 

                                                                                                         

Balboa Pier Piling 

High surf measuring 10 to 12 feet, with strong currents and waves, displaced a piling at the Balboa 

Pier. City staff monitored the situation until the free-floating piling made its way ashore. Municipal 

Operations Division crew retrieved it, cut it up, and hauled away the pieces. The Pier was 

inspected by a Public Works Inspector and determined to be safe. The piling will be replaced in 

an upcoming project later this year. 

 

Trees Maintenance 

The City tree maintenance contractor Great Scott Tree Service trimmed trees in Newport Coast, 

Eastbluff, and Buffalo Hills areas and responded to tree-related emergencies. 

 

Month 

of: 

# of 

Trees 

Trimmed: 

# of Trees 

Removed: 

# of Trees 

Planted: 

# of 

Problem 

Trees 

Removed 

April 2410 50 45 0 

 

 

Prepared by:  

Kevin Pekar, Landscape Manager       John Salazar, Manager   

Parks and Trees Division         Field Maintenance Division  



 
 

 Recreation & Senior Services Department Monthly Activities Report 

 
To: PB&R Commission 
 

From: Laura Detweiler, RSS Director 
 

Sean Levin, RSS Deputy Director 
 Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager 
 

 

Newport Balboa Rotary Youth Track Meet Recognition Dinner 
On Friday, April 26, athletes from 
Newport Beach and the surrounding 
areas joined us at Newport Harbor High 
School for the Youth Track Meet of 
Champions. At this annual event, kids 
between the ages of 6 and 15 years old 
compete in multiple track and field 
events such as the 50m dash, 200m run, 
and the long jump among other events. 
A few outstanding athletes who 
represent Newport Beach were 
recognized for their accomplishments at 
the Newport-Balboa Rotary Recognition 
dinner. At this dinner in honor of Frank E. 
Anderson, one boy and one girl from 
each division is presented the coveted 
Okazaki Friendship Medal for their 
celebrated achievements at the track 
meet. 
 

 

Record Broken at the Youth Track Meet of 
Champions  
At the Youth Track Meet of Champions Milo Cid from Newport Heights 
Elementary School broke a record. Milo was in the Division 2011 
(children 8 years & younger) and broke the long jump record which had 
been in place since 2003! The old record was a distance of 10 feet 2 
inches and his jump was recorded at a distance of 10 feet 6 inches. 
Something extra special for the Cid family is that Milo now joins his 
mother Jaycee, who has held a record in Softball Toss since 1995. 
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Pictured: Surfacing improvements at Cliff Drive Park 
 

 
Outdoor Basketball Hoop Improvements 
Just in time for all the summer activities, a much-needed replacement of the basketball backboards & rims 
occurred at Channel Place, Mariners, and West Newport Park. Staff monitors the condition of the basketball 
court equipment and replaces them on an as needed basis. 

 
 
Improvements to Playground Surfacing 
RSS staff attended a Playground Surfacing Symposium in El Segundo to learn how to assess and plan for 
maintenance needs and make repairs to rubberized surfacing. Commonly referred to as “pour in place”, all 32 
playgrounds in Newport Beach are equipped with the unitary surface to enhance safety and provide ADA 
accessibility to the play structure. Repairs to the surfacing are being made this month at Cliff Drive Park, Eastbluff 
Park and Channel Place Park. 
Pictured: Maintenance Worker, Eric Foley; Recreation Supervisor Brason Alexander; Recreation Coordinator 
Amanda Mahaffey at Training 
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Pictured: Natural Resource Interpreter Gary Serbeniuk prepares students 
from Fountain Valley for their hike to the tide pools. 
 

 
 
Another Successful Field Trip Season for Natural Resources  
This year, Natural Resources staff ran 15 
field trips at the Little Corona tide pools, 
educating more than 800 students, 
teachers, and chaperones about our 
Marine Protected Area. The field trips 
are offered year round at $69 per class 
of 30 students, with February through 
June seeing the most field trips. Field 
trips are only offered on low tides 
during school hours, so a limited 
number of programs are possible 
annually. Many of our schools are 
repeat visitors, with some teachers 
coming for over ten years in a row! The 
field trip begins at Big Corona, where 
we discuss beach ecology, marine 
protected areas, and beach safety. We 
then walk students down the beach to 
Little Corona, where they explore the 
tide pools with our staff to see the 
amazing intertidal ecosystem we have 
right here in Newport Beach.  

 
 
BUCK GULLY AND IRVINE RANCH CONSERVANCY VOLUNTEERS RECOGNIZED 
Irvine Ranch Conservancy, the contracted land manager for Buck Gully open space, hosted their annual Volunteer 
and Partner Celebration Dinner on Friday May 17. Nestled against the hills of Limestone Canyon Regional Park, 
RSS staff enjoyed dinner and recognition of the programming, education, restoration and trail work done by over 
600 volunteers in 400,000 acres of open space throughout Orange County, including Buck Gully. 
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Movie at Marina Park 
A little wind didn’t stop staff from pulling off a wonderful event. Who knew that the weather would be cold at 
end of May? Fortunately, this didn’t stop families from attending the screening of Incredibles 2 at Marina Park 
on Friday, May 17. The community was truly appreciative and enjoyed some fun activities.  
 
During the event, Lighthouse Café served hot chocolate and goodies. The kids were able to create/color their 
own super hero mask or bandana. There was also a raffle of Incredibles 2 DVDs that were generously donated by 
PB&R Commissioner Heather Ignatin. 
 
A special Thank You to the whole Marina Park crew for planning a successful event along with the staff at Newport 
Coast for lending their expertise with the MIP equipment. 

  

OASIS Activities 
 

TNT Lecture: “The Hidden History of Orange County” 
Presented by Chris Epting, author/journalist/tv host 
Tuesday, June 4, 6pm, OASIS Event Center, FREE 
Award winning journalist and author of 30 books on travel, history and pop culture, Chris Epting will tell little 
known stories about Orange County - From Elvis to Disney to Babe Ruth and beyond. It's a look at some weird, 
wonderful, off the beaten track landmarks throughout the OC, with lots of trivia and fun stories culled in part 
from the author’s series of popular books on Orange County history (which will be available for signing at the 
event) 
 

Behind the Classics: “12 Angry Men” 
Wednesday, June 12, 2:30-5pm, Event Center, FREE 
Presented by: Theo Siegel, writer, researcher and television professional 
We will show the movie “12 Angry Men” in its entirety preceded by a 30-minute informative discussion about 
the film, its origins, script, casting, production, audience reaction, box office sales, and its legacy. 
 

U.S. Constitutional Law-Preview Lecture 
Thursday, June 27, 5pm, Room 1, FREE 
Led by Joshua Stone, MPP 
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In this special preview lecture, Joshua Stone, MPP will give a teaser of his upcoming eight-week collegiate level 
course that explores United States Constitutional Law. The course will explore some of America’s most significant 
legal and judicial challenges, and the resulting transformations that impact our world today. For information on 
the eight-week course that will follow this lecture, see our May newsletter. 

 
Lecture: Hoag Medical Lecture: “Meditation for Health & Happiness”   
Wednesday, June 5, 1-2pm, Room 2, FREE 
Presented by: Ana Pimentel, RD, LCSW, Hoag Hospital 
Mindfulness and meditation techniques have been shown to have great benefits for both our physical and 
emotional health. Stress and anxiety are often part of life and unescapable, but little moments of relaxation and 
awareness can give us an extra boost to better manage.  
Come learn ways to implement meditation and mindfulness throughout your day to promote better health and 
more happiness! 
 

Park Patrol 
The following patrol checks/public contact numbers reflect the Park Patrol daily calls for service as well as issues 
discovered during normal patrol activities. Due to the timing of the meeting, these monthly summaries will be 
two months behind (i.e. in June you will receive April summary). During the month of April 2019 Park Patrol had 
the following number of contacts: 
 

1. PATROL CHECKS 

 222 with Youth Sports Groups 

 557 Field related issues/checks 

 36 Park/Picnic/reservation issues/checks  

 200 Community Center issues/checks 

 348 Playground checks 

 94 other 

2. PUBLIC CONTACTS 

 242 Education  

 31 Alcohol 

 88 Dog related 

 

 

 Written Warnings Issued – 2 (for parking violations)   
 Citations Issued – 9 Total (for parking violations, dog off leash and alcohol and glass on beach) 

 
 

Facility Use 
During the period of March 16 – April 15, 2019 were: 

  33 Picnic/Park Area  

 10 Class Rooms  

 5 Fields  

 25 Gym  

 17 Civic Center Community Room  

 11 CYC Facility  

 15 Marina Park Picnic/Park Area  

 19 Marina Park Event Room  

 27 Marina Park Classrooms  

 21 NCCC Gym  

 40 NCCC Classrooms 

 147 OASIS Classrooms  

 47 OASIS Event Center  

 

Special Event Permits (SEP) 
Total SEP’s processed as of May 15, 2019 - 11.   
Those events of note for period March 16 – April 15, 2019 were: 

 NB Film Fest:  April 25-May 2, 2019,  Fashion Island/Lido Theater, Attendance: 2500 

 OC Marathon:  May 5, 2019,  Fashion Island, Attendance: 10,000 
 
 
 

  



 

6 
 

 

 



 
 

 NEWPORT BEACH  
      PB&R Commission Staff Report 

COUNCIL STAFF REPORT   

 CITY OF 

 

 

Agenda Item    
June 4, 2019 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that the PB&R Commission consider the appeal from John Buckingham 
(resident at 927 Gardenia Way) of staff’s denial of the removal of a City Sugar Gum tree in front 
of 720 Jasmine Avenue. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
City Council Policy G-1, Retention, Removal, and Maintenance of City Trees, allows the PB&R 
Commission to act upon an appeal to remove Standard City trees. On July 12, 2018, property 
owner John Buckingham, resident at 927 Gardenia Way within the Jasmine Park Association,  
contacted the City to request the removal of a Sugar Gum tree in front of 720 Jasmine Avenue 
due to view encroachment and sidewalk damage.  
 
The City Arborist inspected the tree on March 1, 2019 and determined the Gum tree is in healthy 
and stable condition and does not meet the criteria for removal referenced in the G-1 Policy. The 
City sidewalk is lifted likely due to the roots of the tree, which can be mitigated with root 
pruning/shaving and repair to the sidewalk, or the sidewalk could be ramped within ADA 
specifications to avoid any root pruning. Mr. Buckingham was informed and advised of the City 
Arborist’s findings, and that he could appeal staff’s decision to the PB&R Commission. Attached 
are the Tree Removal Review and Tree Inspection Report. 
 
NOTICING: 
John Buckingham, Council Member Joy Brenner, and Corona del Mar Village Community 
Association / Corona del Mar Residents Association have received a copy of this report. 
Additionally, surrounding property owners, map attached, were notified via postcard of the 
Commission Meeting related to this appeal of staff’s denial of the removal request. The tree was 
posted with the attached poster regarding the removal request.   
 
Attachments:  

A. Tree Removal Application  
B. Tree Removal Review and Tree Inspection Reports  
C. Map highlighting surrounding property owners notified of the Commission Meeting 
D. Postcard Notification 
E. Tree Poster 

 

TO: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

FROM: Public Works Department / Municipal Operations Division 
Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director, Municipal Operations 
949 644-3055, mmartin@newportbeachca.gov 

TITLE: Appeal of Denial for Tree Removal Request – 720 Jasmine Avenue 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that PB&R Commission review the proposed City Council Policy G-6 Exhibits, 
which include revisions to the Parkway Tree Designation List, and the additions from the Eastbluff 
Homeowners Community Association to the Street Tree Designation List, for City Council review 
and approval. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The City Council adopted an official street tree list, the Street Tree Designation List, which will be 
used by the Municipal Operations to determine species for replacement of trees removed from 
established parkways and for planning purposes in all new subdivisions and commercial 
developments. A second list, the Parkway Tree Designation List, has been added as a species 
palette for residents to choose approved, new and replacement, trees based on the size of 
parkway available for planting. The Municipal Operations Deputy Director will have the authority 
to add species to the Street and Parkway Tree Designation Lists, which will be updated on an 
annual basis by the Municipal Operations staff and reviewed by the Parks, Beaches and 
Recreation Commission for approval before adoption by the City Council. 
 
NOTICING: 
The agenda item has been noticed according to the Brown Act. 
 
Attachments:   

A. Current City Council Policy G-6, and Exhibits 
B. Proposed City Council Policy G-6 Exhibits  
C. Eastbluff Homeowners Community Association – Proposed Street Tree Designation 

List 
 

TO: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

FROM: Public Works Department / Municipal Operations Division 
Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director, Municipal Operations 
949 644-3055, mmartin@newportbeachca.gov 

TITLE: Proposed Revisions to City Council Policy G-6, Maintenance and Planting 
of Parkway Trees Exhibits 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends that PB&R Commission consider the appeal of staff’s denial of the removal of 
a Special City Lemon-scented Gum tree located in front of 1710 Candlestick Lane. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
City Council Policy G-1, Retention, Removal, and Maintenance of City Trees, allows the PB&R 
Commission to act upon an appeal to remove Special City trees. On April 18, 2018, property 
owner, John Devine, contacted the City to request the removal of a Lemon-scented Gum tree in 
front of 1710 Candlestick Lane due to messiness caused by sap exuding from the tree.  
 
The City Arborist inspected the tree on May 2, 2019 and determined the Gum tree does not meet 
the criteria for removal referenced in the G-1 Policy. The sap is likely due to increased rain and 
irrigation leading to rapid growth. Historically, the tree has caused damage to City curb, gutter 
and sidewalk. However, these infrastructures have either been mitigated or replaced. Mr. Devine 
was informed and advised of the City Arborist’s findings, and that he could appeal staff’s decision 
to the PB&R Commission. If approved, Mr. Devine has voluntarily agreed to fund the removal and 
the replacement with a 60-inch box tree from the Parkway Tree Designation List.  Attached are 
the Tree Removal Review and Tree Inspection Report. 
 
NOTICING: 
John Devine, Council Member Duffy Duffield, and Mariners Community Association have received 
a copy of this report. Additionally, surrounding property owners, map attached, were notified via 
postcard of the Commission Meeting related to this appeal of staff’s denial of the removal request. 
The tree was posted with the attached poster regarding the removal request.   
 
Attachments:  

A. Tree Removal Application  
B. Tree Removal Review and Tree Inspection Reports  
C. Map highlighting surrounding property owners notified of the Commission Meeting 
D. Postcard Notification 
E. Tree Poster 

 

TO: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

FROM: Public Works Department / Municipal Operations Division 
Micah Martin, Deputy Public Works Director, Municipal Operations 
949 644-3055, mmartin@newportbeachca.gov 

TITLE: Appeal of Denial for Special Tree Removal Request – 1710 Candlestick 
Lane 
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