Determination of Project Types under RGP 54 and Corresponding Requirements
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Project Location?

Areas characterized by sediment
sampling and authorized for disposal

Certain areas of Newport Bay including
West Newport, upper Newport Bay, and
areas near the Balboa Yacht Basin, and at
dredging depths between -8 and -12 feet
MLLW for several other areas

Not authorized by RGP 54 unless additional
sediment testing is conducted and the
material is found to be suitable

Material tested and found to be suitable by
USACE and USEPA

Authorized by RGP 54

2
Project applications
reviewed and
certified by the City
before forwarding
to Regional Water
Quality Control Board
and California Coastal
Commission for
approval.

USACE Class?

Class I (dredging up to 1,000 cubic yards
with no potential to impact existing
eelgrass and no beach disposal site more
than 1,000 feet away from dredging)

USACE authority delegated to the City
without project-specific coordination

The City’s quarterly
reports to USACE will
include all projects
authorized under
RGP 54.
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Class II (dredging 1,000 to 8,000 cubic yards of
material, or dredging up to 1,000 cubic yards
with the potential to impact existing eelgrass
or with a beach disposal site more than
1,000 feet away from dredging)

City project-specific coordination with USACE

Mechanical clamshell dredging

Yes, and results
were within the
receiving water
limitations

Has water quality monitoring been performed
for this technology under RGP 54?

No

Yes, but results
were not within
the receiving
water limitations
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Will dredging extend beyond
2 consecutive days?

Yes

No

Water quality monitoring
not required

Water quality monitoring required

Daily water quality monitoring
required during the first individual
dredging project using a given type
of dredging (e.g., hydraulic suction
dredging or mechanical dredging).
If results are within receiving water
limitations, subsequent monitoring
during individual projects will not be
required if the dredging duration will
be less than 2 days.

Project applications
reviewed and certified
by the City before
forwarding to USACE,
Regional Water Quality
Control Board, and
California Coastal
Commission for
approval.

Proposed Dredging Technology?

Hydraulic dredging (or any new technologies
proposed in the future)

All water quality
monitoring results
shall be forwarded to
the RWQCB by project
applicants.

Results provided to
USACE and USEPA for
review and approval.

Contiguous Properties Proposing Dredging?

No

If dredging will extend beyond 2
consecutive days, monitoring will be
required every other day beginning
with the third day (days 3, 5, 7, etc.)
to ensure compliance with receiving
water limitations specified in
Condition 10 of the CWA Section 401
Certification.

Yes

In addition to restrictions on the amount of
dredging that could occur within the eelgrass
Stable and Transitional Zones each year, no
contiguous properties will be permitted to
impact more than 25% of the allowable annual
eelgrass impacts under the tier currently in
effect for that Zone.
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Eelgrass Zone Impacts?

Should any eelgrass
impacts exceed these
restrictions, written
approval from NMFS
and CCC would be
required.

If contiguous
properties are
applying under a
single application, the
limitations for a single
project will apply.

Determination of Project Types under RGP 54 and Corresponding Requirements (cont.)

5

Eelgrass Zone Impacts?

Stable Zone impacts

Transitional Zone
impacts

Tier in Effect for
Stable Zone?

Tier in Effect for
Transitional Zone?

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Tier 1

Tier 2

Tier 3

Up to 5%
of eelgrass
population may
be temporarily
impacted

Up to 3%
of eelgrass
population may
be temporarily
impacted

Eelgrass
impacts only
allowed with
standard CEMP
mitigation

Up to 5%
of eelgrass
population may
be temporarily
impacted

Up to 3%
of eelgrass
population may
be temporarily
impacted

Eelgrass
impacts only
allowed with
standard CEMP
mitigation

In Tier 1, the City will develop methods to collect and use
eelgrass seeds for BDSB and to construct or use eelgrass
TERFS devices. This work will be proportional to the amount
of routine maintenance undertaken by applicants.

Total annual eelgrass impacts cannot exceed
1% of the harbor-wide survey.

In Tier 2, after maintenance dredging is concluded, property
owners implement active regrowth by deploying BDSBs or
TERFS off their docks in areas of suitable depth.
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Disposal Method?

Beach disposal/replenishment
(preferred method under RGP 54)

Submit physical
characteristic results
for review and
approval.

Unvegetated Zone
impacts

Offshore/ocean disposal
(LA‑3 site)

Sample material at each individual dredging location
and any beach-receiver location to determine
physical characteristics (grain size) of the material

Proximity of eelgrass to disposal site at most
recent comprehensive eelgrass survey?

Less than or equal to 15 feet
(in any direction)

Greater than 15 feet to 30 feet
(in any direction)

Not present within 30 feet

Site assumed to support
eelgrass; cannot be used as a
disposal site

Monitoring of the site
required for potential
eelgrass impacts from
disposal operations

Monitoring not required for
disposal operations

Monitoring shall consist of pre-and post-project
transects placed perpendicular to the shoreline and
spaced 5 feet apart, which map the eelgrass bed,
extending the length of the project footprint.
Any decrease in eelgrass extent along any transect
will constitute an impact. The pre‑project transects
shall be conducted no sooner than 60 days prior
to the start of dredging, and the post‑project
transects shall be conducted no later than 30 days
following the completion of dredging. Should
the monitoring identify an impact, mitigation
consistent with the CEMP shall apply.

An eelgrass monitoring
report shall be submitted
to USACE, NMFS, and
CCC no later than 90 days
following completion of
disposal.

Inland facility (if neither
beach replenishment nor
ocean disposal are available)

Sample material to determine
physical characteristics
(grain size)

Dredged material
deemed unsuitable
for beach
replenishment may
be deposited at the
approved ocean
disposal sites with
agency approval.

If the disposal site is
located in the coastal
zone, a separate CDP
application shall be
filed for the disposal
of the material.

