GENERAL AVIATION

General Aviation (GA) is the term used to describe civil aviation operations other than
regularly scheduled, commercial air carrier service. There's a wide range of aircraft used in
GA. The lighter and generally quieter GA aircraft include helicopters, single- and twin-
engine planes, and turbo props. The second category of GA aircraft includes the larger and
noisier private or corporate jets. The lighter GA planes follow departure paths that generally
turn away from Newport Beach shortly after takeoff. GA jets departing John Wayne Airport
(JWA) fly directly over our community.

GENERAL AVIATION AT JOHN WAYNE AIRPORT

JWA's current “GA aircraft mix" is mostly comprised of the lighter GA aircraft and some GA
jets. The mix continues to change and many of those changes are reflected in the shifting
usage of the airport's GA facilities. Though GA activity at JWA has decreased over the past
25 years, it still accounts for nearly 70 percent, or approximately 200,000, of the airport’s
total operations per year (an operation is the arrival or departure of one aircraft).

GENERAL AVIATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

JWA's proposed General Aviation Improvement Program (GAIP) would provide a framework
for updating the airport's GA facilities. According to the County of Orange (County), there
are several factors behind its decision to initiate a comprehensive review and update of the
airport's GA facilities, including:

« The introduction of new aircraft into the GA fleet;

* The perceived need to improve some of JWA's aging GA structures;

« The need to bring JWA into compliance with current Federal Aviation Administration
standards for airport design; and

« The expiration of, or pending expiration of, a number of its GA-related, long-term
leases.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

JWA released a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the GAIP on
September 20, 2018. Though the DEIR provides five project alternatives, including a No
Project alternative, only the Proposed Project and Alternative 1 were studied in detail during
the County's environmental review.

Please see Table 1-1, the "Summary of Key Design Elements for the Proposed Project and
Alternatives”, from the GAIP DEIR, for detailed information on the various project alternatives.
(Attached)

Project and Alternatives

The Proposed Project and Alternatives 1 and 2 include provisions for bringing JWA's GA
facilities up to current FAA standards, but they also contain provisions for expanded Fixed
Based Operations. A Fixed Based Operator (FBO) is a private business, permitted to operate
on airport property, that provides aeronautical services such as fueling, aircraft storage
(hangars), parking, tie downs, aircraft maintenance, flight instruction and aircraft rental. Each
FBO could include a new GA terminal and at least one would have an international GA
facility.



Based upon its review of the GAIP, the City of Newport Beach (City) has a number of
concerns with the Project and Alternatives 1 and 2. First, the additional amenities -
security, customs and immigration - would increase the appeal of JWA for those who
travel via private or corporate jets, particularly those returning from international
destinations. These options would therefore lead to an increase in the number of itinerant
GA jets utilizing JWA. In addition, the Project and Alternatives 1 and 2 would reduce storage
capacity for the lighter GA aircraft and make way for more storage space for GA jets.

Further, statements in the DEIR, such as “.. Regularly scheduled commercial charter
operators have approached the County, expressing their interest in initiating regularly
scheduled air service at the Airport.." concern the City. Such comments make it appear as if
JWA is considering the possible expansion of commercial operations into an area of JWA
which now supports light GA. This could result in an increase in the number of GA jets
departing JWA.

Alternative 3 would bring the airport's GA facilities up to current FAA standards, but it
would not expand the FBOs or significantly alter JWA's current GA aircraft mix. The DEIR
contains a table titled “JWA Forecast of Operations by Aircraft Engine Type / Comparison
of Alternatives.” The table shows that Alternative 3 would also have the least amount of GA
jet operations by the year 2026.

The No Project alternative would not bring the airport's GA facilities up to current FAA
standards and the number of based aircraft (i.e., aircraft based at JWA the majority of the
year) would be higher than any other alternative.

CITY'S POSITION ON THE GAIP DEIR

The City understands that JWA needs to bring its GA facilities up to current FAA standards.
However, the GAIP, as currently proposed, could go well beyond modernizing facilities. It
would:

e Introduce commercial operations into the GA sphere of influence;
« Encourage international travel to and from JWA;

« Allow commercial operations at privately held FBOs; and

» Increase GA jet traffic over Newport Beach.

If approved, these changes would result in additional JWA-related impacts for a large
section of our community such as noise and diminished air quality. The City has also raised
safety and security concerns related to allowing GA passenger screening at the private,
FBOs rather than within the main terminal where all other passengers are screened.

Support for Alternative 3

The Newport Beach City Council unanimously voted to endorse Alternative 3 pursuant to
the GAIP DEIR. Pending further environmental review, the City believes this alternative
would be the least impactful for the Newport Beach community. It calls for updating the
airport's GA facilities to current FAA standards, but it would not expand GA facilities at the
FBOs, nor would it significantly alter the airport's current mix of GA aircraft based at JWA.
And, per the County's projections, Alternative 3 would also result in the least amount of GA
jet operations by the year 2026.

For more information about the GAIP, please visit newportbeachca.gov/gaip.

To review the DEIR, please visit ocair.com/deir627.



ATTACHMENT
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