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Where We 
Started

In May 2019, City Council initiated 
Code amendments and directed staff 
to:

1. Reduce third floor massing;

2. Reduce height and bulk of single-unit 
dwellings and duplexes in Multiple 
Unit Residential (RM) Zoning Districts; 
and

3. Incentivize the preservation of beach 
cottages.
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2010 

Code

Changes

PRE-2010 ZONING CODE CURRENT ZONING CODE PROBLEM

ΨΪȭ ÆÌÁÔ ÒÏÏÆ ÏÒ ÒÁÉÌÓ

Ψίȭ ÓÌÏÐÅÄ ɉÍÉÄÐÏÉÎÔ Ά ΨΪȭɊ

ΨΪȭ ÆÌÁÔ ÒÏÏÆ ÏÒ ÒÁÉÌÓ

Ψίȭ ÓÌÏÐÅÄ ɉÍÉÎ ΩȡΧΨ ÐÉÔÃÈɊ

Only applicable to 

enclosed floor area

Covered decks and 

attics excluded

Floor Area 

Definition:

Å Unfinished attics 

excluded

Å Silent on required 

openings 

Certain Areas 

Exempt: 

Å Balboa Island

Å RM Zones

Å нрΩ ǿƛŘŜ w-2 lots

Ψίȭ
Sloped

1st Floor 

2nd Floor 

3rd Floor 

Ψίȭ
Sloped

1st Floor 

2nd Floor 

3rd Floor 

ΨΪȭ
Midpoint

x

3:12 roof pitch

ΧΫȭ ΧΫȭ

Bulk controls :
Å 3rd floor step backs
ÅMaximum 3rd floor area
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Problems Easy to 
enclose

Bulky 3rd

Floor Decks

No 3rd Floor 
Relief

Not Always 
Applicable 
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