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Community members, 

Orange County’s COVID-19 numbers continued to improve this 

week, but not enough to move from the Orange Tier into the 

Yellow Tier just yet.  

The 7-day average daily case number decreased from 2.6 to 

2.4, which is still above the 2.0 or fewer needed to move into the 

less restrictive tier. The test positivity rate (the percentage of 

positive tests among those tested) improved slightly, dropping 

from 1.4% to 1.3%. The health equity metric decreased from 

1.9% to 1.4%. 

On Thursday, the Orange County Health Care Agency 

announced that it will shift vaccination strategies to community 

and neighborhood-based efforts and close the Super PODS that 

were designed to quickly administer large numbers of vaccines.  

The first-dose demand for Super POD vaccines has dropped 

considerably since April, indicating that county residents who 

want the vaccines and are able to travel to the Super POD sites 

have mostly done so. In this next phase, the County will be 

working to overcome vaccine resistance and create more mobile 

PODs, with greater outreach, to make vaccination more 

convenient. The Super PODs at the Anaheim Convention 

Center, Soka University, and the OC Fair & Events Center will 

continue operations through June 6. The Othena.com platform 

will still be used for scheduling at the smaller, community-based 

clinics.  

Here is additional vaccine information and resources as of May 

7: 

Upcoming Events 

Tuesday, May 11 
City Council Study Session 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
4 p.m. 
(Insider’s Guide) 

Tuesday, May 11 
City Council Regular Meeting 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
5:30 p.m. 
(Insider’s Guide) 
 
Wednesday, May 12 
Harbor Commission Meeting 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
5 p.m. 

Thursday, May 13  

Zoning Administrator Mtg. 
(virtual) 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
10 a.m. 

Thursday, May 13 
Finance Committee Meeting 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
3 p.m. 

https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/data-hub/city-calendar
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/64226/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/64226/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/city-manager-s-office/insider-s-guide
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/64226/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/64226/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/city-manager-s-office/insider-s-guide
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65055/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65055/72
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/community-development/planning-division/zoning-administrator
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/departments/community-development/planning-division/zoning-administrator
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65353/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65353/72
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• To make COVID-19 vaccinations as convenient as possible, 
vaccinations through the County are now available for both 
walk-in individuals (without appointments) and for those with 
confirmed appointments. A list of sites, hours of operation, 
and vaccine information can be found at 
www.CovidVaccineFacts.com or by calling the County’s 
COVID-19 hotline at (714) 834-2000. 

• Those wishing to make appointments by phone can now do 
so by calling the OC COVID-19 Hotline at (714) 834-2000, 
following the language prompts and pressing “1.” 

• The one-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine is now available 
through the Othena platform. 

COVID-19 Cases in Newport Beach 

As of May 6, the total number of COVID-19 cases in Newport 
Beach was 3,881 and the total cases in Orange County was 
254,201. The number of recovered COVID-19 patients 
countywide as of May 6 was 246,998. These figures are 
provided to Orange County by the California Department of 
Public Health. 

City Welcomes Paul Blank as New Harbormaster  

Paul Blank, a former City Harbor Commissioner and avid boater 
with deep roots in the local maritime community, joined Newport 
Beach this week as the new City Harbormaster.  

Until 2020, Blank served for 8 years on the Harbor Commission, 
an advisory body that helps the City Council evaluate programs 
and set policies for Newport Harbor. He is a longtime resident 
and boater who has served in leadership positions with the 
Balboa Yacht Club, Corona del Mar Residents Association and 
Catalina Island Conservancy. He also has experience in 
management roles in information technology and hotel 
operations.   

As Harbormaster, Blank will manage day-to-day operations of 
the Harbor Department and oversee a staff of one full-time 
employee and 13 part-time employees. The Harbor Department 
staff serve as “ambassadors” of Newport Harbor, providing 
education and assistance to residents and visiting boaters. The 
department also coordinates the use of anchorages and 
mooring fields and manages the City’s guest marina at Marina 
Park, among other responsibilities.   

Homelessness Update  

People experiencing homelessness in Newport Beach can now 
find temporary shelter and support services in the new Costa 
Mesa Bridge Shelter.  Through a partnership agreement with 
Costa Mesa, the new shelter at 3175 Airway Avenue provides 
up to 72 beds for individuals experiencing homelessness in 
Costa Mesa and Newport Beach.  The shelter is operated by  

Thursday, May 13 
City Arts Commission Meeting 
(See agenda for instructions on 
how to participate) 
5 p.m. 
 

http://www.covidvaccinefacts.com/
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65413/72
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/65413/72
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Mercy House, which provides case management to locate appropriate permanent housing, assist with 
job searches, and provide other on-site services.   

The City discourages panhandling in favor of targeted assistance through the Good Giving Program. 
Donations received through the program enable staff to purchase items such as bicycles, work boots, 
and small household items for newly housed people. All donations are tax deductible. If you would like 
more information, or to donate, please visit our Good Giving Program web page. 

City staff works closely with our contractor City Net, and our regional partners throughout the county 
and state, to address homelessness.  The City Net hotline number is (714) 451-6198. Those who call 
the hotline may leave a detailed voicemail message for themselves or others in need and City Net staff 
will respond within 48 hours. For immediate assistance, call the County’s Crisis Prevention Hotline at 
(877) 7-CRISIS or (877) 727-4747. 

Success Stories 

• Four people experiencing homelessness in Newport Beach were placed into the new Costa 
Mesa Bridge Shelter, where they will receive temporary shelter and support services.  

• City Net placed an elderly couple into a permanent, supportive housing unit in Stanton that is 
part of a converted motel.  The couple lived in their car for a year by the Newport Pier after 
losing their apartment.  The County of Orange and the City of Stanton secured funding through 
the state’s Project Homekey program to convert two motels into 132 units of permanent, 
supportive housing.  The City of Newport Beach may place qualified people into the Stanton 
housing through the County’s system of care.   

• City Net case managers assisted a woman with moving into her new apartment in Newport 
Beach.  The woman lived in her car in Newport Beach for a year after fleeing a domestic 
violence situation. 

• City Net staff completed Vulnerability Index Intake Assessment for one person staying in his 
car. The assessments are used to screen clients to determine proper placement in the County’s 
Continuum of Care system. Case managers also prepared a housing assessment and 
documentation to apply for permanent, supportive housing. 

• City Net transported a person to Share Our Selves for medical care.  Share Our Selves, 
established in Costa Mesa in 1970, emphasizes care of the whole person.  Share Our Selves 
provides medical and dental care, access to a food pantry, postal service, and other social 
services for low-income individuals and families in Orange County. 

Insider’s Guide for the Newport Beach City Council Meeting on May 11, 2021  

Our next City Council meeting is Tuesday, May 11. Items that may be of interest are highlighted 
below. The entire agenda, and all reports, can be viewed here.  

In-person public comments are welcome. For those participating remotely, please note that City Council 
meetings will accept remote public comment only through the Zoom platform, with video and audio-
only options. If you are viewing the meeting through Zoom, use the “raise hand” function, wait for City 
staff to announce your name, and unmute your line when it is your turn to speak. To comment through 
Zoom’s audio-only option, call 669-900-9128 (Meeting ID 991 0098 4261#), and dial *9 during public 
comments to join the speaking queue (*6 to unmute when it is your turn). For additional information on 
remote participation, click here.   

There will be a Study Session at 4 p.m.: 

• The Council will hear a report on development impact fees and how they may be applied to future 
developments to help fund public facility needs. It is a preliminary examination of the issue and no 
Council action will be taken.  

The Regular Meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. and the following are items of note: 

https://newportbeachca.gov/trending/community-issues/homelessness/how-you-can-help
https://newportbeachca.gov/Home/Components/Calendar/Event/64226/72
https://www.newportbeachca.gov/government/data-hub/agendas-minutes
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• A public hearing for a proposed zoning code amendment that would allow restaurants and 
health/fitness facilities along the west side of Dover Drive between 16th Street and Westcliff Drive. 
The area is adjacent to a bustling commercial strip that includes numerous restaurants and other 
general service uses. The current zoning for the area allows for offices, retail and mixed-use 
buildings that combine residential and retail. The proposed amendment would expand the zoning 
to include restaurants and gym/fitness facilities, subject to meeting parking requirements and 
obtaining a use permit.  

 
 

 

 


