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City of Newport Beach

Newport Beach City Arts Commission

June 11, 2009 – 5:00pm

Central Library Friends Room
Convened at 5:05pm

Call To Order and Roll Call
Commissioners Present:
Robert Smith
Robyn Grant, Chair
Gil Lasky

Rita Goldberg, Secretary
Kirwan Rockefeller, Vice Chair
Wendy Brooks arrived at 5:15pm
Commissioners Absent:
Gerald Allison
Staff Present: 
Jana Barbier, Staff Liaison, Cultural Arts Coordinator; Cynthia Cowell, Library Services Director
Public Present:
None
Public Comments:

None

Approval of Minutes:  
It was MSP (Lasky/Smith) to approve the May 14, 2009 minutes. 
New Business:
Commissioner Grant brought refreshments to celebrate 

Kirwan Rockefeller’s last Arts Commission meeting.  Commissioners and staff
thanked Kirwan for his immeasurable service to the Arts Commission and to the City.
Commissioner Grant noted that staff had omitted the Cultural Arts Grants as an item on the
current agenda.

Commissioner Grant asked if everyone had seen the Arts Foundation’s “Art in the Park” ad in the local paper and noted that Costa Mesa was presenting a “Cultural Arts Committee Day of Art” on the same day.

Commissioner Smith discussed display cases for the library and inquired as to whether the Arts Foundation and Library Foundation would be willing to pay for these.  Commissioner Grant expressed her viewpoint as to the Arts Foundation taking on so many projects, and the Arts Commission asking for so much assistance from this group.  Discussion ensued as to Commissioner Goldberg taking on the details required for a bus tour to Los Angeles County Museum of Art in the fall.  Goldberg noted that she would coordinate this project and filter the payment for attending this event through the Arts Foundation.  It was suggested through a motion that Goldberg move forward booking a date, a bus, and docents for a museum tour on Saturday, September 26.
Library Director Cynthia Cowell asked the Arts Commission how they would feel about allowing library employee art to be placed in a selected area of the library.

Continued Business: 

Staff Report /Correspondence -  
Reviewed and filed.
Committee Updates:  
Fine Arts Committee – Rockefeller noted that the current library artist was Janel Pahl.
Performing Arts Committee – Commissioner Goldberg noted the great flyer/handout that had been produced for the Concerts in the Parks and for Shakespeare by the Sea, 2009.
Arts Foundation Liaison Committee – No report
Art in Public Places – Tabled
Commissioner Announcements: Commissioner Brooks announced that she had attended an event at the Newport Harbor Nautical Museum and had received a thank you note.  She brought cards from an artist whose work she had purchased at the recent Orange County Artist Juried Exhibition.  Brooks announced that she would be attending the Baroque Music Festival next month.
The remainder of the meeting was spent reviewing the submissions from regional arts organizations applying for Cultural Arts Grants.  Following these discussions, the Arts Commissioners made the following recommendations:

Baroque Music Festival  



$3000
City Arts Commission
 



$12000
Festival Ballet Theatre  



$1000

Newport Beach Film Festival



$8000

Newport Beach Public Library Foundation

$3500

Newport Harbor Nautical Museum


$3000

Orange County Museum of Art


$3500

Pacific Symphony



 
$2000

South Coast Repertory Theater


$2000

Southland Opera




$2000
It was MSP (Goldberg/Lasky) to accept the Arts Commission’s recommendations.  The next step will be for staff to prepare a report for City Council to approve the Arts Commission’s recommendations.  Following approval, grant recipients will be invited to attend a City Council meeting, where the checks will be presented.
Future Agenda Items: None
It was MSP (Smith/Goldberg) to adjourn the meeting.

Adjournment: 6:39p.m.
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