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City of Newport Beach

Newport Beach City Arts Commission

May 14, 2009 – 5:00pm

Central Library Friends Room
Convened at 5:05pm

Call To Order and Roll Call
Commissioners Present:
Robert Smith
Wendy Brooks
Robyn Grant, Chair
Gil Lasky

Rita Goldberg

Commissioners Absent:
Gerald Allison, Kirwan Rockefeller
Staff Present: 
Jana Barbier, Staff Liaison, Cultural Arts Coordinator
Public Present:
Sarah Wilkinson; Eren Alptekin; Hal Robert Myers
Public Comments:
Eren Wilkinson was attending on the part of the Arts Foundation and announced the Foundation’s “Art in the Park” event on Saturday, June 13th from 9am – 4pm at Grant Howald Park.  Arts Commission Chair, Robyn Grant thanked Eren and the Arts Foundation for their assistance at the 2009 Orange County Juried Art Exhibition, Reception and Sale.  
Sarah Wilkinson introduced herself, and noted that she is an artist in Corona del Mar and wanted to become more involved in the arts in her community.  Grant suggested that as a first step, she could consider joining the Arts Foundation. 
Hal Myers noted that he is an artist and marketing director living in Laguna and attended the meeting to find out about art projects and events that he could participate in.
Approval of Minutes:  
It was MSP (Brooks/Lasky) to approve the March 12, 2009 minutes. 
New Business:
Commissioner Lasky provided an overview for a possible museum tour of “Pompeii and the Roman Villa” now on exhibit at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.  Lasky had bought a video tape of the show and updated the committee on specifications for a docent tour.  Several dates were discussed.  Lasky suggested that the Arts Foundation coordinate this tour and collect the reservation costs also.  Commissioners asked Eren Alptekin to ask the Foundation is they were interested in assuming this project.
Continued Business: 

Staff Report /Correspondence -  
Staff report and correspondence were reviewed and filed.
Staff reminded the Arts Commission that the Cultural Arts Grant applications were due by Friday, May 29 at 4:00pm at Central Library.  Grant reminded the Arts Commissioners to attend Cultural Arts Grant recipient’s events whenever possible.

Staff provided and overview of the upcoming Imagination Celebration event on Sunday, May 17 from 12 – 3:00pm.  A roster of volunteers was set.

Committee Updates:  
Fine Arts Committee – Arts Commissioners discussed Janel Pahl’s reception, and were concerned that more people did not attend.  Staff discussed that Pahl had reported that she was happy with the turnout however.  Staff reminded the commissioners that the City advertises artist’s receptions, but that if the artist doesn’t send a mailing to their contacts, often the turnout is less.  Commissioner Goldberg suggested reevaluating these programs.

Commissioner Grant provided a recap of the Orange County Juried Exhibition, very pleased that artists, public, commissioners, city leaders all attended.  Grant noted that Rockefeller, staff and she had met following the event to discuss changes that will take place in 2010.

Performing Arts Committee – Commissioner Goldberg stated that there was nothing new to report and went over the dates: Concerts, July 19 and August 23; Shakespeare by the Sea, August 1 and 2.  Commissioners suggested that staff send promotional materials to the City of Irvine. 
Cultural Arts Center – No Report
Arts Foundation Liaison Committee – Report provided by Arts Foundation
Art in Public Places/Historical Preservation Committees – Commissioner Smith had met with the Deputy Director of Exhibitions, Karen Moss of the Orange County Museum of Art.  He noted that in the plans for City Hall and the Park, the architects had already identified areas for public art.  As a first step, Smith presented a ‘Project Description for Proposed Collaboration between the Newport Beach Public Library and the Orange County Museum of Art,’ and is moving forward with OCMA and the Library Trustees to request that new art be placed in Central Library. Smith had been investigating plans to present a lecture series on the arts in conjunction with this venture.  He noted that he is working toward the goal of raising $5,000 to support the artwork and lecture series.  Discussion ensued as to the permanence of the art, the people that would need to be involved, and the necessity of getting approval from the Board of Library Trustees, as well as City Council.  Commissioner Grant suggested that a business plan be created, showing the actual costs of a new art piece in Central Library, with the lecture series as part of the program.  She noted the Commission’s limited resources and the need to measure this effort with other commission endeavors.  Commissioner Brooks was to volunteer to assist Smith with further pursuits of this plan. 
Historical Preservation Committee – No Report

Commissioner Announcements: None
Future Agenda Items: None
It was MSP (Smith/Goldberg) to adjourn the meeting.

Adjournment: 6:39p.m.
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